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Roswell F. Flow

moment's notice ,not knowing whither he
was bound.
After Jamaicn there was a rush and a

roar. The speed was soon fifty, quickly
rising to sixty, then to seventy, and at
times to seventy-five miles per houi\ The
single car jerked, swaged and twisted.
Eash occupant had to cling to his seat,
and conversation was only in snatches.
A tRrentwood there was a slack-up, and

the nthe long, sliding stop of a fast train.
"Hot box." yelled the engineer, and the

train crew gathered around while the contentsof the water tank were poured on a
sizzling driving wheel. Fifteen minutes
weer lost here. "We've got to make up
that fifteen minutes," was the thought of
every one. When the train started again
it fairly flew.
Out along the meadows, past millionaires'cottages and squatters' huts, flying

glimpses of yawning country were wanderingat such unreahrof speed.
At a country road a frightened man

whipped his startled horses over the track
just ahead, the train missing him by so
narrow a margin that his hat was blown
off.

PROM A PLOUGH ROY
TO KING OF WALL ST.

Remarkable Career of Ex-Governor
Flower, Who Scorns a DishonestDeed.

FOLLOWING THE PLOUGH.
|-7> 08WELL PETTIBONE FLOWER.
f\ now one of the rulers of Wall Street,
* *

had the same homely early career
that Russell Sage and so many big financierspassed through, and which, it seems,
fits a man peculiarly for the nervy, trying
life of a big investor.
He was born nearly sixty-four years ago

on a farm at Theresa, Jefferson County,
this State, the date being August 7, 1835.
His family have lived in this State since
1696. His father, Nathan Monroe Flower,
was a wool carder and cloth dresser at

Cooperstown.
There were nine children, Roswell being

the sixth. He passed his early life ploughingand digging, and the clothes he wore

did not reach him until they had been discardedby several brothers. The family
was very poor; in fact, riches were not
common anywhere in the State then.
"Mv mother tauzht us bovs that there

was nothing bo contemptible as a coward
nor so mean as a liar," said Mr. Flower
only a few days ago, and he learned the
lesson well. His coat-of-arms bears the
motto, "Mens Conscla Recti," or "A mind
alive to the right."
Young Flower did not mean to pass his

life In the hayfleld. He studied and taught
school, boarding around, Yankee fashion.
He conquered his pupils by thrashing them
and then making them learn. Later he enteredthe Post Office at Watertown, where
he worked as a clerk.
During the time he waS fighting his way

from the farm to a position where brains
counted more than hands he had1 sawed
wood for twenty-five cents a half cord,
which Included carrying It upstairs; had
driven a yoke of oxen round a vat in a
brick yard to tread out the clay, for which
he was paid $1.50 a week,.and had picked
wool till the ends of his finders were sore.
All the while be studied. When other

workmen slept or gamed or skylarked
young Flower rend and that is how he
fitted himself to preside at a little schoolhousewhere uncouth young semi-savages
made life as hard for him as they could.

(
His next Job was as clerk in E. D.

Woodward's general merchandise store in
Philadelphia. This place failed in two
months, and in 1850 he was back In Watertownlooking for a Job. He got It In the
post ofTlce.
11..-UE ACeUMUuATcS CAPITAL.
Young Flower as postal clerk received a

salary of $50 a month and his board. He
saw that there was more chance for a man
who had something saved np than If he
relied entirely on accumulated experience.
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His first $50 he invested in a beautiful
gold watch. Some time afterward he could
not resist an offer for it of $5lt. Thnt was
his first mercantile transaction, and an unfortunateone as it turned out, for he never
received the money, the note for it being
among his assets now.
Perhaps this deal determined him in the

choice of a business, for after he had saved
$1,000 he embarked in a jewelry store with
a man named Hitchcock. In two years lie
had saved enough- to buy Hitchcock out.
He remained a jeweller until 18G9, when
he was thirty-four years old.
Up to this rime he had never shown any

great financial genius. He was a country
storekeeper and he looked it. Shrewd, sensibleand honest his townsmen knew him
to be. They got their watches and weddingrings at ills place because he always
gave full value for the money. His word
was his bond.
A short, broad country store keeper, who

looked after his affairs early and late, was
the future millionaire. The only dlssipa-
tion he allowed himsfelf was a merabersnip
In the local fire department and a horse.
He always retained his Interest in farming,
and up to the present time can talk of
crops and cattle intelligently.
Hp married in 1850 Sarah M. Woodruff,

a daughter of Morris M. Woodruff, of
Watertown. They had three children, of
whom Mrs. John B. Taylor is the onlr
one living.
111..FIRST GLIMPSE OF WALL

STREET.
It was about 1860 that a change came in

the career of the. Watertown jeweller. His
wife's sister had married Henry Keep, a

very wealthy man. who was president of
the New York Central and the Xortwesternrailroads. Mr. Keep fell ill and his
affairs were In such shape that he wished
them looked after by some one whom he
could trust.
Keep gave him an insight into men and

things in Wall Street, telling him whom to
trust and whom to distrust.

It had always been Flower's rule of life
that If a man once did him an evil turn he!
had no further use for him In any capacity.
nor had he any use for a man who was

capable of meanness toward hiin.
One dav Daniel Drew called on Keep,

bringing him a big bunch of roses. After
he left Flower asked:
"How about him, Henry; can he be

trusted?"
"He's as honest a man as there is in the

State, Rosweli," said Keep, "but he's very
timid. He's always afraid some one will
cheat him and that fear makes him invariablycheat first."
Keep placed large sums of money in

Flower's hands. At his death Mrs. Keep
insisted on his remaining in New York to
manage the estate. It is doubtful if Mr.
Flower, had many thousands of dollars in
those days.
That is how Mr. Flower came to establish

a banking and brokerage business. He took
several of his brothers into the firm and
later his nephews, when they were old
enough.
IV..HIS ABILITY AS AN ORGANIZER.
All this time Mr. Flower had kept his

eyes on the politics of Jefferson County.
In the early seventies he was chairman of
the County Executive Committee. Samuel
J. Tllden made a tour of the State and
was struck by the splendid way In which
Flower had things organized. The Flower
method was adopted and made to apply to
the whole State with splendid effect.
This organizing skill covered not only

politics; he applied it to finance. It served
him in good stead in railroad management.He could tell at a glance where to
effect economies and how to improve exiatlngfacilities, but above all he was a good
trader and knew what was salable and
what wns not.
In 1881 he made his first run for Concress.

°

"My platform has one plank," said he,
"and that Is that not one vote shall be
bou»ht."
He won the Congressional district, beating'William Waldorf Astor, who should

have carried It by 3,000 votes, by a majorityof that very number. Ten years later
he was made Governor.

It was while he sat in the Gubernatorial
chair at Albany that he made his celebrated
remark:
"Damn the votes; I'm trying to do my

ditty."
There was a cholera scare moxa ax lesai
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senseless In New York. The disease had
broken out In Hamburg, and steamers from
that and other suspected ports arrived In
the harbor only to be held up. They accumulatedIn the lower bay. Their passengerswere regarded as lepers and suffered
great Inconveniences and hardshipsItwas "up to" the State_of New York
to do something tor them. mere was nowhereto* put them, no quarantine quartersavailable, and the Legislature was not
In session.
Governor Flower provided the funds from

his own 'pocket to buy a hotel on Fire
Island and part of the island. The enraged
elhm diggers of that place turned out in
force to repel the landing of the passengers,fearing that the.v would all get choleraor that the market value of their
mollusks might suffer. Clam diggers have
votes, and some one suggested that they be
handled diplomatically on that account.
Then it was that Mr. Flower made his

famous "Damn the votes" remarks. It increasedhis popularity and his party lost
no votes.

VI..HIS POLITICAL CAREER.
Mr. Flower believed that no man could

be successful in politics who was not a

strict partisan. He was a friend of the
young political worker and did what he
could to push him forward. Once he said
to Samuel J. Tllden:
"I do.not believe you will be the .next

chairman of the State Committee."
"Why?" asked Mr. Tilden.
"Because," replied Mr. Flower, "you do

not seem to recognize the fact that men
under fifty ore influential in politics."
This set Mr. Tilden to thinking and was

the seed from which sprung the famous
"Tilden machine."
In 1881 Mr. Flower was nominated for

Congress in the Eleventh District. Levi
P. Morton Jiad represented the district but
had resigned to become Minister to France.
Mr, Flower's opponent was William WaldorfAstor, whom lie defeated.
In Congress Mr. Flower became prominentand influential. He was a member

of the Committee on Banking and began to
study carefully all the financial problems
of the day.
During a debate in the House on a proposedbond issue of *10,000,000 by this city

for the World's Fair, the genuineness of
the issue was questioned.

"I will take every due of them at par,"
said Mr. Flower, "and pay the eity in cash
for them."
Mr. Flower was an advocate of the Mills

bill and an enemy of the McKinley tariff.
He fought for the bill giving post office
clerks a leave of absence each year, and includingthem In the eight-hour claims bill.
Once he was asked to what he owed his
success in Congress.
"To the fact," he replied, "that I always

tried to know more about the subjects underdiscussion than any other member."
Mr. Flower served a term as a member of

the Subway Cofnnvission, when the commissionwas engaged in a discussion with the
Western Union Telegraph Company about
Hi', \37*U|SUUJ o H^UI IV JJlUtX' HO « UCS UUderground.
Jay Gould suggested that the lawyers on

each side meet and submit briefs to JudgeBlatchford. Mr. Flower said he was not
worrying very much about the constitutionalquestions involved.
"Your company," he said, "has been layingcables without a permit, and if I can

find out who.ordered them laid I would
put him in Jail. If you are the man I
would take pleasure in putting you in jail.'1Mr. Flower was elected Governor in 1802.It was said that his contribution to the
Democratic campaign fund was $500,000.He was elected by nearly 50,000 plurality.The people of the State grew very fond of
him, for he took pains to make himself
agreeable.
During the season of fairs he was steadilyon the go, praising the farmers, whom

he respected, and this State, which he
loved.
He was a warm champion of the canals

and did what he could to improve them.
During the recent campaign he made
several speeches for the Democratic candidates.
Y1 .A BIG WALLSTREETLEADER.
Gradually Mr. Flower became a king in

finance. He had been accumulating money
by the silent methods that win in finance as
in everything else. '

"Uncle" Flower was a. character. Lovable,genial, fond of good stories, as ac-
uBs»i'uie iu uifs oaujuug on ice as wnen ne

sold watches In Watertown, he took a commandingplace In the Street almost before
any one realized It. In Wall Street it is a
case always of "The king Is dead; long live
the king!"
At the beginning of the present yearFlower became king.
He went Into the Street convinced that

hoLest methods were the best.
"In general," he said, "I would say never

do a mean thing for money. I know of no
better way of becoming rich than always
to be sober, honest, industrious, economical.
Be true to your employer and yourself.
Save all you can without parsimony and
invest your savings in Improved real estate
or In anything that Is honestly managed
and making money out of real profits."
His maxim was to be merry, take things

easily and not to worry. He played golf
or fished for trout at intervals, and while
he was doing those things Wall Street
might go hang for all he cared.
His optimistic frame of mind put him

on the right side of the market during
iiitr receui truuimuus uun luuvtuifiii. ri«

had confidence in the country.
While croakers thought the war with

Spain would retard prosperity, he sized
it up correctly as a mere flea bite and investedmillions in «ecurlties. He loaded up
on Federal Steel, the big trust that his
brains formed; Rock Island, in which he
had been a leading spirit for years; Chicago
Has, Brooklyn Rapid Transit. American Tobacco,Metropolitan Tobacco, New York
Air Brake and several gas investments.
These increased in price to the amount of
millions, and Flower and all his friends
simply rolled in money.
He believed in America at the right time.
He Insisted that a period of prosperity

was upon us. The stock values climbed
caoiiiwusly.climbed too much, perhaps.
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and the Inevitable reaction came.t
As is always the case when big operations g

pre under way. Wall Street put up all y
sorts of games upon "Uncle Roswell." y:
Some of them succeeded, and here and y
there he lost, but as a general thing he v
retained' most of his winnings. v
Once, while he was trout fishing on Long a

Island and caught ten fish, his stocks lost
$2,000,000. and statisticians put It that each
fish cost him $200,000. If that were so, he +
dWn'f ahnur if for Iip fnlrl uniiKiiiillv hricrht
stories that night at the clubhouse. ^
Yll -A DAY WITH THE FINANCIER, d

A
Mr. Flower slept eight hours a day. never f

overworked himself and didn't worry what- t
ever happened. He wag in the habit of t

leaving his house, No. 507 Fifth avenue,
at 9 a. m. and walking downtown to «
Twenty-third street, where he took the J
elevated, so as to reach his desk at the a
opening of the Exchange, at 10 a. m. 1<
Any one could approach him, his office <

door being always open. During the li
scurry and hurrying backward and forward, t
the click of the ticker and the many Morse fc
instruments he could calmly sit down and
wholly absorb himself in the typewritten gprospectus of some suggested company. f
While its projectors fastened their eyes t

upon hint anxiously he read and read and ^rend. At the end he might simply hand tback the document, utter a final and la- .

conic "No".which settled it.and, ris'ng. .

greet the next caller. He could get rid of
nuisances and bores very quickly.
Mr. Flower was a short, stout man, not f

unlike Senator Hanna iu general appear- 1

anoe. Of late vears his side whiskers were
shaved oft further up than his photographs, Jshow them, and he was slightly balder. '

A cup of bouillon and a couple of sand- t
wiches frequently constituted his lunch, v
A big black cigar was his invariable com- t
panion. I
His nephew. Frederick Flower, is his s

chief lieutenant in all his ODerations. In a
the office the special partner was always
known as "the Governor." A strange mixtureof politics and finance may be noticed
there.
In the crowds the somewhat awkward

up-the-State politician jogs elbows with the
spick and span New York speculator.

FLOWER'S GIANT
CONSOLIDATIONS.

The Roads Brought Into Brooklyn Rapid
Transit by Him Formed a Close
Web Over the Entire Borough.

The work of consolidating all the transportationlines on Long Island, with the
expectation of constructing, later on, the
underground rapid transit railroad in Man|hat-tan and the Bronx, and, by means of
the East River tunnel, conducting them as

a unit system, is the most far-reaching
thing ever planned in the history of New
York. (
The strides recently made toward its accomplishmenthave been phenomenal and

astounding. The governing mind in all this
was former Governor Flower's.
The Brooklyn transportation lines themselvesform one of the most Important elementsin the financial field. They representan investment and capitalization of

$150,000,000 and employ more than 15,000
persons at an expense in salaries of $6,0oo,- t
OOO 11,. OHiol,. nav

and dividends of millions every year. '

The- tracks of these companies make a <
steel web which overspreads all Brooklyn (
and a great part of the outlying districts. (
There are nearly 700 miles of track. i
The growth of these roads has brought i

with It the upbuilding of miles of new t
residence districts and added over $100,000,- I
000 to the value of Brooklyn real estate 11
within a comparatively short time. With
the abandonment of steam as a motive ]
power on the elevated lines, and changes 1
In the methods of operating the steam lines
of the Long Island system.running single
cars by electricity during the slack hours of
travel.this combined transportation has
bidden fair to outstrip In magnitude any
Industrial factor of its kind In this counItry.

On the Eve of Consolidation.
Such is the undertaking in the accomplishmentof which, and with all signs

pointing to success, Governor Flower has
been stricken down. Just how many times
the magnitude of the project would be
multiplied by the establishment of the undergroundtransit of Manhattan as a componentof the system is beyond calculation.
The tunnel, which is now assured, and

the additional bridges soon to be built
would, he knew, ultimately increase the
business and wealth and power of the combineto an incalculable measure.
In addition to the 700 miles of track al

ready existing in Brooklyn, the railroads
which have recently passed under the unit
control hold franchises for more than two
hundred miles of other streets, which have
as yet no railroad accommodations. '

Step by step all these Invaluable holdings '

have been gathered in by Governor Flower
and his associates. Shortly after New
Year's he succeeded to the control of the J

Nassau electric properties, taking over the
properties controlled !» Albert L. Johnson.
Tom L. Johnson and It. T. Wilson. Albert
L. Johnson resigned as president, anil John
E. Boerne, president of the Colonial Trust <

Company, was elected in his stead. Tom L.
Johnson, as vice-president, was succeeded
by Hugh J. Grant, and the place Mr. JohnsonJiad also held as treasurer was filled by!
c. i». Meneeiy. auditor or tne itrooklyn
Rapid Transit Company. The new board of
directors Included Messrs. Boerne, Grant,
Meneel.v, \V. F. Ham, Mr, Bailey, of the
Colonial Trust Company; P. H. Flynn, the
parent of the Nassau; Silas B. Dutcher and
Frederick C. Cocheu.

Wliat the Syndicate Controlled.
This transfer having been completed

the Flower syndicate system comprised
Great Catches of Trout and PicUerei
are reported along the Erie Railroad. Apply to
agents in New York and Brooklyn tor Erie ''FishingBook."
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$594,570,197 |
he Brooklyn, Queens County & Suburban,
irooklyn & Brighton Beach, Brooklyn City,
(rooklyn City & Newtown, Brooklyn
[eights. Conev Island & Brooklyn. Nassau,
Irooklyn Elevated and Kings County Ele- 1

ated. To these the Long Island Railroad, t
)ith Its $4,000,000 of earnings. Is allied, 1

nd its ocean lines oast of Jamaica, con- (

i-olled under a ninety-nine year lease. 1
Only one little tliree-mlle horse car line, c

he van Brunt Street & Erie Basin, re- s
lalned out of the fold. Every other car
,-heel that turned in Brooklyn of late has
one so by the will of Governor Flower.
l11 the enormous transportation to and
rom the seaside resorts Is now under
he syndicate control, and it has been inendedthat the seaside hotfcls should also
e got hold of. ' 1

The first news of actual consolidation.the
bsorptlcn of the Nassau.given In the
ouinal, sent Rupld Transit stocks upward
t a fabulous rate. During the day folowing95,000 shares were deal in, and
Jovernor Flower said he feared the specuutivepublic would advance the price faster
han it should advance, and afterward
ilnme him for their folly.
In the execution of Governor Flower's

riant plan the capital stock was Increased
rom $20,OCX),000 to $45,000,000 to finance
he deals which he had in contemplation.
L'he "L" roads were taken in with a View
o carrying the "long haul" traffic, and It
s intended to establish a transfer system
>etween elevated and surface lines and to
un electric cars from the present»termini
>f the elevated lines over the surface lines
n the suburbs.
The Brooklyn elevated had only a short
lme before the Flower syndicate bought
t in entered into an arrangement with
ue l^oiig lMumu namuau vuiiipaujr,
vlyise terminal facilities have become anIquated.The crying need of the Long
gland was some means of depositing Its
ubmban traffic In New York Instead of
it Flatbush avenue or Long Island City.
This need is now being supplied by a

sonuecting link, now building, from the
joug Island 'racks at Flit'bush to the
derated structure. When this Is done,
..ong Island trains will be run across the
Bridge.
But another and better plan is eoQ,tem)latedby the Rapid Transit Company.to

uii their electric cars over the Long Islindsystem, a change which involves the
)peratlon of a part of the Long Island
Railroad by electricity.
The total value of the assets of the

Brooklyn Rapid Transit is $40,304,571.07.
As against this stands this table of liablliles:

Liabilities of the Brooklyn Rapid
Transit.

ibligations of company for interest
charges on bonds and rentals are,
divided among these subsidiary cornpanics:Brooklyn Rapid Transit Co.,
Brooklyn Heights Railroad Co.,
Brooklyn, Queens County and SuburbanCo., Jamaica and Brooklyn
Railroad Co., Sea Beach Railway
Co., Sea View Railroad Co.. BrooklynUnion Elevated Co., Nassau
Electric Railroad Co., Atlantic AvenueRailroad Co., and B., B. & W
E. Ra'ilroad Co $1,802,780.40

)ther fixed charges for interest in
rentals and bonds, are, on account
of these companies: Brooklyn City
Railroad Co.. Brooklyn Crosstown.
C.. I. & G. Railroad Co.. New Williamsburg& Flatland3 Railroad.
Greenpolnt & Lorimer Co., Grand
Street & Newtown Railroad.. 1,548,500.00
Total $3,351,230.40

Concerning tills vast consolidation GoverlorFlower said recently:
"Great economies can be brought about.

They will be reflected In much greater net
'arnlngs for the Brooklyn Rapid Transit
Company. The elevated lines operated by
leetrlclty will relieve the congestion which
low retards growth and give us quick transitto the outskirts. It now takes an hour
:o go from the Manhattan end of the Bridge
;o Bensonhurst. We shall shorten that by
!orty minutes, do away with congestion,
essen the number of accidents, carry a

jassenger anywhere for five cents, and
julld up the suburbs."

How He First Got 'Into It.

Governor Flower said recently of his connectionwith rapid transit; "I'll tell you
how I got Into It. Some of my friends
In Brooklyn asked me. The stock was sell-

ing around 6, and I went to Brooklyn and
looked over the whole thing.
"I saw that Brooklyn was a city bound

to grow. You know a 10 per cent Increase
In population along a line of v ad will
make the road. That's a fact I'vealwaysgone by It.
"I told those people in B> .kiyn to get

the corner grocer and the butcher interested.I took a friend, Mr. A. NT. Brady,
who knew all about electric roads, over to
Brooklyn with me, and we looked It over

again, and the upshot was we bought 10,000
shares apiece,
"I know I advised the butchers and the

grocers and the tradesmen to go in nnd
buy. I hope they took my advice. I told
them to buy 100 shares apiece, and if they
jouldn't do that, to buy fifty shares, or ten
shares, or whatever they could buy."
Ten shares of Brooklyn Rapid Transit

it that time cost about $100. Yesterday It
closed at 137.
"Anybody," he continued, "could have

seen "that Brooklyn was bound to grow. It
has brown as no other city on the Americancontinent has grown. With that
growth there could be no question about
the value of Rapid Transit as au lnvestmpnfan loner as It was honestlv and econ-

Dinlcnlly managed. That's the reason we
bought. That's the reason I advised Brooklyntradesmen to buy."

SAVED NEW YORK
FROM CHOLERA.

When the cholera-Infected vessels were

quarantined In the port of New York, In
1802, It was demanded of Governor Flow er

that Fire Island be used to save the
country from scourge, as well as for the

Lota for Sale?
Insert a "Want" ad. In Sunday's Journal

and get a buyer.
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The Flower C

elief and protection of the passengers. On
he morning of September 10 the Governor,
vho was in Syracuse, heard that the island
:ould not be had unless a large sum was
mid in cash. This he furnished out of his
>wn means the same day. These messagestell the story:

New York, Sept. 10, 1892.
Hon. R. P. Flower, Syracuse, N. Y.:

Ilavid 8. Sammis, owner of Fire Island, will
give me immediate possession, but requires payment$50,000 cash befqre passengers land; also
that the balance of purchase money, $100,000shall be paid within six month. * * *

W. T. JENKINS.
Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 10, 1892.

W. Jfl Jenkins, Hoffman House, New York:
Agree to his terms and draw on Flower &

Co., for $50,000 cash. I will be responsiblefor the balance within six months. Engage a
lawyer and see that the title is proper.

UOSWELL P. FLOWER.
New York, Sept. 10, 1892.

Hon. R, P. Flower, Syracuse, N. Y.
God bless you for one of the noblest acts of

juur me, wnicn win relieve untoici sunermg.The people of the United States will applaud
your act, and the State of New York, through
its chosen representatives will hasten to return
you the money you have so generously advanced
in this emergency. W. T. JENKINS.Here are a few quotations from the State

papers of Governor Flower:
For the first time in more than seventy-five

years, the Executive is able to announce to
the Legislature that the State is entirely free<from debt..Message of January 2, 1894.
What the lower end of Manhattan Island is

to the three millions of people loving around
it, that the State and city of New York are.
in a certain degree, to the people of the United
States..Address at the dedication of the New
York Building at the World's Exposition, in
Chicago, October 22, 1892.
The right of challenge, exercised intelligently

and fearlessly, supplies to every citizen a
weapon of defence against corruption, and will
greatly assist In frightening dishonest voters
from the polls.
The closest scrutiny should be applied to

every demand for the creation of any additionaloffice, and should not receive legislative
sanction until its need is established beyqng
question..Veto of the State Printing Office
bill, April 18. 1892.
No one believes more thoroughly in our commonschool system than I do. It is the great

hopper into which the untrained juvenile minds
of Irish, English. Italian, German, Swedish,
Bohemian or American parentage, with their
hereditary ideas and tendencies, are tumbled
tgether and shaken up to form the substantial
qualification of tlie American citizen..Annual
message. January 5. 1892.

Profuse promises betray generous intentions,
but too often excite distrust. I make none.
I prefer that myt acts, rather than my pledges,
shall judge my fidelity to your interest and my i
devotion to your happiness and prosperity..Inauguraladdress, January 1, 1802.

DEER GRIEF AT THE
DEMOCRATIC CLUB.

Former 'Commissioner Martin Says Mr.
Flower Told Him He Was FeelingWell on Thursday.

Notes of former Governor Flower's rlertfh
was carried to the Democratic Club, of
which he was formerly the president. It
produced a Teat shock among the members,with whom Mr. Flower was very popular.Former Police Commissioner James
J. Martin, who was on intimate terms with
the former Governor, was overwhelmed
with astonishment and grief.
"Why," said Mr. Martin, "I saw the Governoryesterday at his office. He said he

never felt better in his life, and that he
was going on a fishing expedition off Long
Island. It cannot be possible thut be is
dead 1
"Mr. Flower made a splendid Governor.

He was one of the strongest men in the
Democratic party. His influence was great.As a financier he had fpw equals. His
death will be a tremendous loss to the politicaland financial world."
It is likely that a special meeting of the

Democratic Club will be called to-day or
to-morrow to arrange for sending a delegationto the funeral

FLOWER'S DEATH~
LIKE ANTON SEIDL'S.

Under circumstances similar to those
which contributed to the death of ex-Gov
ernor Flower, Anton Seidl, the famous
musical director, died in the home of his
manager, Samuel Bernstein, No. 312 East
Nineteenth street, on March 28, 1898.
But a few hours before his death Mr.

Seidl was lii perfect health. He left his
home at 1 o'clock In the afternoon, after
eating a very hearty meal, principally of
shad roe. He started to walk downtown.
He was In the best of spirits.
He met many friends, and It was consideredsingular that every one of them

referred to his healthfal color and buoyancy.
He met Nathan Franko, the violinist, and
they went together to a 'cafe.
Mr. Seidl was speaking about the sue

cess of the operatic season when Mr.
Franko noticed a sudden change In his appearance.The healthy color in his face
was succeeded by a pale or yellow pallor,
and he said to Mr. Franko that he nad a
strange feeling In his stomach.
He did not think that it v»as anything

serious, and believed that It would soon
pass away. He went shortly afterward to
the home of Mr. Bernstein and complained
of nausea. Violent vomiting followed, and
the simple household remedies given to him
aio not urmg any renei.
When it became evident that there was

something more the matter with Mr. Seid'
than Indigestion Dr. Gustav Lang-man was
sent for and then other physicians were
called. Their efforts were in vain. They
were not able to make a satisfactory
diagnosis.
Five hours after Mr. Seidl was taken sick

he became unconscious and two hours later
in spite of the most powerful stimulants
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and restoratives, Mr. Seidl died in great
agony.
An autopsy was held the following day,

and the cause of death was given as heart
failure due to over indulgence in shad roe,
which had been tainted and showed evU
dence of ptomaine poison.

Mounting Gnns at 'Frisco.
San Francisco, May 12..The defences of this

harbor are rapidly being strengthened. The work
under way now is the mounting of the second hat*
tery of sixteen mortars on the bluffs above and
back of old Fort Winfield Scott. Eight of the huga
pieces of ordnance are already in position. In additionto the mortars, a 12-inch rifle and disappearingcarriage are ready for shipment from tha
East. A number of other big guns of modern type
will be placed in position as soon as they are receivedhere.

Affer a Vionrtv illntier at vii<rVif TVrlnV ((Taa-
Ink" in the morning. Soda fountains. Druggist.

CLOTHES FOR A SONO.
GREAT BARGAINS ARE TO BB

FOUND IN THE GREAT ASSIGNEECLOTHING SALE.
Any person desiring a first-class bargain in clothingshould pay a prompt visit to 833 Broadway;
One of the largest clothing houses in the city

has failed, and its immense stock, appraised at over
|100,000, is now at 838 Broadway, one door from
the corner of 13th st. It consists of Spring and
Summer suits, overcoats and trousers for men,
youths and children, and it will be sold at 50 per
cent less than actual cost to the manufacturer.
This is dona in order to effect an immediate settlementwith the creditors. It will pay one to attend
this sale. It opens this (Saturday) morning and
will continue for twenty-one days only. These are
some of the bargains offered,:

Men's Worsted and Cass. Spring and Summer
suits at $3.98; English worsted diagonal dress suits
at $7.60; imported worsted Prince Alberts, silk and v

satin lined, at $9.98; men's striped trousers at
$1.66; men's fancy worsted dressed trousers at
$2.44; men's English silk-lined coTert cloth Spring
overcoats, in all the latest shades and in all styles,
at $6.90; they are honestly worth from $16.00 to
$18.00; men's imported blue and black English
serge suits, some silk and satin lined, at $7.95,
actually worth $22, and other extraordinary bargains;men's blue, gray and black serge suits of tha
very best of workmanship and the very best trimming,at $6.40; they are positively worth $14.50,
There is also a very large variety, in all shades, in
coats and vests and sergo coats. The goods are beingsold so cheaply that some of the customers are

actually buying two suits for the price usually paid
for one of the same quality, and every man is mora
than satisfied with his bargain. Such an opportunityto get first-class clothing at bottom prices is
rarely offered, and those wlio are wise will take ad.- _!.L ... 1 i , _:ii
vantage Ol It WIU1UU, unnj, aim II. villi utii iimur

aomely all readers of this paper to attend this sale
if they want to save money. To accommodate the
rush of customers the store will remain open until
8 o'clock evenings, and Saturday night' until 10
o'clock.

i

12 CORTLANDT ST.

Fancy Shirts
m&A 98c. Each.

j The new cross

I / stripes, open front
j a°d back, with paif
/ detached cuffs.

V \^§3cV White Shirts
68c. Each.

The usual $l quality
Negligee Shirts 98c.

Of imported Madras, with one pair of
starched cuffs.

8.00 Bic cle Suits, 3 98.
Fine worsted, tailor made (with Golf Cuffs),

/The Result of a Physician's V
iLlfe-Long Experience. /
" Patlen* 0RM8EIHE." )

S Combines A3 NEVER BEFORE both Schools off
I Medicine and Remedies, accurately proportioned*
\to quickly restore Nerves, Stomach, Liver. /

( " Patent ORANQEINE." (
CBend for "Lofty Flashes of Gratitude," and "Dirov/
I tlons for Manifold Uses," IS Hlehlgsn in., Chicago./
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